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PREFACE. 


CUCH is the intrinſic excellence of 


Pure Chriſtianity ; ſo congenaal to all 


the beſt and divineſt principles and af- 


fections of our nature are the amiable 
precepts and example of its author; and 
ſo admirably calculated, in every reſpett, 
is their obſervance, to promote, molt 


effeftually, both individual and ſocial 


comfort, that it were natural to expett, 
that every rational mind which had 
caught the ſmalleſt glimpſe of this re- 


ligion, would be inſtantly prepoſſeſſed in 


its favour, and much more likely credu- 


ouſly to embrace it, on inſufficient ground, 


than ſcornfully to reject it, without en- 


quiry : eſpecially, when its bright 45 Fig 
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glorious future proſpets are duly con- 
ſidered. But what ought our Feelings 
to be, when this tranſcendently excellent 
religion, worthy of all acceptation, comes 
to us fully authorized by the Broad Seal 
of Heaven,—by ſplendid miracles, and 
ſtriking prophecies, accompanied with 
evidence that cannot be refuſed but by 
the moſt unreaſonable incredulity, ap- 
proaching nearly to inſanity? Surely, 
every Human Heart ſhould even leap for 
Joy, —ſhould glow with fervent gratitude 
to the Benevolent Father of the Univerſe, 
for ſuch a diſtinguiſhed mark of his 
 Good-will to Mortal Men; and an un- 
| believer be unknown ! 


If it be aſked, What is meant by Pure 
Chriſtianity ; the anſwer is obvious. It 
is what Jeſus Chriſt himſelf taught, and 
impreſſively exemplified, in his own con- 
duct: which, doubtleſs, may, without 
EN much 


v 
much difficulty, be collected from the 
records of the New Teſtament. Nor needs 
a ſincere enquirer after truth be at all 
embarraſſed, though he meet with ſome 
things there, © hard to be underſtood;“ 
fince there is enough, plain, clear, in- 
telligible, as if written with a ſun beam, 
both for his direction and conſolation. 
The latter he ought firmly to adhere to; 


the former he may ſafely leave, till he 


has acquired greater light. 


Tus is the principle which the author 
of the following ſheets has himſelf adopt- 


ed; and, from the ſtrongeſt conviction 


of its utility, ventures to recommend to 
others; particularly, to young perſons. 


For their uſe chiefly, he has epitomized 


the Evidence of the Reſurrection of 
Chriſt; a fact which he thinks . 


in the cauſe of Chriſtianity. 


_ 


1 
Pn 


On 


SS an tn: 
—— — 45 = —So inc — 
+ = ELSE m— Os - 


3 
— pony — 4 1 


WS r 


2 7 E IEEE i Eg 

PR” " — 5 EA 

= 22 * IE * * 3 > At 

a” 8 2 
. 5 * 


Dp eo 2 


* 


-_ 


VI 


On a ſubje& which has been in diſcuſ- 


ſion near eighteen hundred years, little 


altogether new can be expected. But 


the main arguments and objections, being 


here compreſſed into as narrow a Com- 


paſs as could well be done, without ob- 


ſcurity, will take up but little time to 


read; and, will, at leaſt, aſſiſt recollection. 


The author cheerfully hopes, that no 
offence will be taken by Chriſtians of any 
denomination whatſoever, at what he has 


written, as none is intended; and he ear- 


neſtly wiſhes, that, laying aſide party diſ- 


tinctions, all Chriſtians would heartily 


unite, in the common cauſe. 


nbelievers, certainly, have no juſt 
cauſe of offence; as he meets them on 
their own ground. If his arguments are 
not well-founded, and they can fairly 


= confute them, they are but where they 


were 


vii 
were before. But if the arguments are 
well-founded, and cannot Fairy be con- 
futed; in that caſe, they ſhould look 
upon him, as their beſt friend, who has 
faithfully pointed out to them their dan- 
ger, and allo what appear to him, the 
only effectual means of eſcaping it. At 
all events, they ought to give to a ſub- 


Jett of infinite importance to themſelves, 


perſonally and individually, their moſt 


ſerious attention; and negligence muſt 


be utterly inexcuſable. 
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VALUABLE BOOKS 
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Ditton on Chriſt's Reſurrettion. 
Weſt on the ſame. 
Sherlock's Trial of the Witneſſes. 


On the Evidences of Chriſtianity at large. 


Kardner* s Works, g Vols. 

Dr. Paley's View, &c. 

Doddridge's Lectures. 

_ Three Sermons. 

Lord Lyttleton's Converſion of St. Paul. 

Grotius de Verit. C. R. — 
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ERRATUM. 


P. 19, dele, WY in their ſight, aſcended into heaven, and 
inſert, 1 Cor, xv. 6, See Grotius and Whitby in locum. 
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I. THESS, IV. 14. 


For, if we believe that Jeſus died and roſe agam 
even fo them alſo which ſleep in Jeſus will God 
bring with hum, | 


1 Saint Paul's hypothetic mode of ſpeak- 


ing“ If we believe that Jeſus died and roſe 


again could not be intended to ſuggeſt that Chriſt- 


ians had any doubt of the death and reſurrection 
of their maſter, is evident, becauſe the whole 


ſtrength of his argument of conſolation to the 


mourners at Theſſalonica depends on the cer- 
tainty of thefe facts. It is therefore merely a 
kind of eloquent addreſs, to urge more forcibly 
on their minds the great inference, viz. That the 
death and reſurrection of Chriſt do fully enſure 
the reſurrection and future happineſs of his follow 
ers, or of thoſe that ſleep in him. For, if Chriſt did 
truly die and truly riſe again, as both Saint Paul 
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and the other Chriſtians of that day unqueſtion- 


ably believed that he did, then is the Chriſtian 


Religion undoubtedly from God, and the hopes of 
Chriſtians reſt on a firm foundation; but if, on 


the contrary, Chriſt neither truly died, nor of 
courſe truly roſe again, then is the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion an Impoſture, and all the hopes of Chriſtians 
are utterly fallacious. Of ſuch vaſt import is the 
preſent ſubject. 


Let me then requeſt your earneſt attention 
while I, firſt, make ſome obſervations on the 
Evidence we poſſeſs of the death and reſurrec- 
tion of Chriſt; ſecondly, anſwer the principal 
objeQtions; and, laſtly, conclude with pratlical 
inferences, 


1 begin with obſervations on the Evidence we 
poſſeſs of Chriſt's death and reſurrection. My 


_ firſt obſervation may by ſome, perhaps, be thought 


a trite one; but Truth, important Truth, not 
. Novelty, being my object, I cannot well omit it. 
It is this, viz. that all matters of fact whatſoever, 


ordinary or extraordinary*, which we have not 


* Mr, Hume denies that any human teſtimony whatſoever is 
ſufficient to prove the exiſtence of a miracle; becauſe, he ſays, 
a miracle is contrary to univerſal experience, but Lying is not 
contrary to untverfal experience. This argument is ſophiſtical 
and inconcluſive ; for it aſſumes without proof that a miracle i n 
contrary to univerſal experience, 


PAD 


8 


ſeen ourſelves, can be eſtabliſhed only by 
what is called the Evidence of Teſtimony, and 
do not, in the nature of the thing, admit of ſtrict 
Demonſtration. That two and two make four, 
that a part is leſs than the whole, that nothing 
has no properties, and all other ſimilar abſtract 
propoſitions require only to be underſtood, to be 
perfectly aſſented to, and univerſally received. For, 
by the very conſtitution of the human mind, they 
inſtantly compel its aſſent. But that the world now 
exiſts, that this earth has been deluged, that a Con- 
flagration has been predicted, and the like, it is plain, 
cannot be thus demonſtratively proved. The firſt 
we know by experience, without any exerciſe of the 
reaſoning powers at all. The two latter we cannot 
indeed know either by experience or by reaſoning 


in the demonſtrative way; but we may never- 
theleſs moſt rationally, and moſt firmly, believe 


them both, upon competent teſtimony. Demon- 
{tration is wholly built upon clear preſent percep- 
tion of ſelf-evident truth, and to whatever length 


any proceſs of reaſoning may be extended, ſtill 


the proof all along through every ſtep of the 
proceſs, reſts on immediate intuition. But events 
long ſince paſt which we ourſelves did not ſee, 
being neither ſubje& to our ſenſes nor inward 
perception, can be known only by the teſtimony 
of thoſe who did ſee them. According to the 
degree of credit that is due to the original witneſſes 

is, 
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is, in gvery caſe, the ſtrength of the evidence. This 


evidence, in many cafes, may be ſo ſtrong, as to 
produce, if not abſolute certainty, yet full ſatis- 


faction. And it is worthy of notice, that moſt of 
the important affairs of the world proceed entirely 
on ſuch evidence as we now ſpeak of. Thus all 
the agreeable intercourſes of ſocial life evidently 
depend on mutual confidence; all commercial 
concerns likewiſe. All the great intereſts of 
property, of reputation, and of life itſelf, are 
decided by the ſame ſort of evidence. The real 
and ſolid advantages of hiſtory depend wholly 
upon this. In ſhort, almoſt every thing either 
pleaſing or uſeful, is rendered ſo by ihe credit 
which daily experience teaches us, may be ſafely 


given to the teſtimony of others. And who can 


think that Teſtimony of ſuch acknowledged ineſti- 


mable value in all other important concerns, ſerves 


only to deceive, and to betray, in the concern 
of religion! We readily admit that the reſurrec- 
tion of Chriſt, cannot be demonſtratively proved; 
nor yet by ſenſible evidence, that is, the evidence 
of our ſenſes. In the very nature of the 
thing, ſuch proof cannot be had. But we ſay that 
it has all the Certainty which credible and com- 


petent eye-witneſles can give it. This is the proper, 


and the only proof which things of this nature admit 
of: This is ſufficient: and to demand proof of a 
different kind would, in our view, be equally ab- 


ſurd, 


” 


furd, as for a blind man to demand to hear colours, 
or a deaf man to ſee ſounds. We obſerve, in the 


ſecond place, that ſome idea and even hope of 


a future ſtate appear to have been coeval with 


man himſelf; traces of them are to be found in 
the earlieſt periods of recorded time, in various 
forms indeed, and with very different degrees of 
evidence. But as God ſeems to have ſtampt 
ſome impreſſion of his own great Being upon the 


Human Mind, fo along with this, ſome ſenſe allo _ 


of his Univerſal Providence and Moral Govern- 
ment, protecting, befriending, and bleſſing his 
rational offspring, and recompenfing their pious 


and virtuous exertions, eſpecially in circumſtances 


of peculiar difficulty, not only with preſent peace 
and tranquillity of mind, the natural reward of 
virtue, but alſo with ſome cheering glimpſes of 
good things yet to come. For, where is the 
Nation, where is the individual Man, who poſſeſſes 
the common faculties of a man, and uſes them 
aright, who is wholly deſtitute of all ſenſe of a 
Supreme Father in Heaven, and of all truſt in 
his Goodneſs? Feeble, however, were the hopes, 
and comparatively weak the expectations of many 
good men, before Jeſus Chriſt, in the moſt expreſs 
and unambiguous terms, announced a Future 
State of perfect happineſs to his followers, and 
in order that his ſolemn declaration might be 
firmly believed, told them beforchand of his own 

death, 
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death, his death by crucifixion, and alſo of his re 


ſurrection from the dead, his reſurreQion on the 
third day, and of his aſcenſion ſoon aſter to 
glory. The punQtual accompliſhment of which 
predictions, the Apoſtles themſelves beheld with 


their own eyes. They faw Jeſus Chriſt cru- 
cified, dead, and buried, juſt as he told them 


before. They alſo. ſaw him riſen from the tomb, 


notwithſtanding every human device to prevent 


his reſurrection. They ſaw him aſcend into 
heaven, They had their own inward conſciouſ- 
neſs of having received Supernatural powers, a 
few days after their maſter left them. They 


found themſelves enabled to do the ſame mighty 
works, which with aſtoniſhment they had ſo often 


| ſeen their maſter perform. They could give 
Sight to the blind, Hearing to the deaf, Life to 
the dead; nay more, they could not only work 
_ theſe miracles themſelves, but alſo poſſeſſed the 
power of conferring an ability to work them 
upon others; and how then couid they poſſibly 
doubt of the Divine charatter of their maſter ? 
| How could they do otherwiſe than believe firmly 
whatever he had told them, and embrace with 
confidence and joy fhe aſſurances they had re- 


ceived from him of an immortal life and bleſſed- 


neſs; that after the toils and diſtreſſes of the 


preſent ſtate were over, they ſhould be with him, 
| and 


% 
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and behold his glory, and partake of the endleſs 
felicities of the heavenly ſtate? Would the 
limits of this Diſcourſe allow me, I could with 


_ pleaſure lay before you the xiv, xv, xvi, and xvii 


chapters of Saint John's Goſpel, which contain 
at large Chriſt's conſolations to his Diſciples, in 


the view of his being a while ſeparated from 


them. In theſe delightful chapters he tells them 


over and over, in the moſt plain and expreſs 


terms, that though he muſt leave them for a ſhort 
time, yet he would ſee them again, and their 
hearts ſhould rejoice, and their joy no man ſhould 
be able to take from them. Now the Apoſtle 


Paul, who wrote ſeveral years after, in the words 


of our text, concentrates, as it were, all theſe 
conſiderations, and places them at one view full 
before our eyes, © If we then believe, as moſt 
aſſuredly we do, that Jeſus died and roſe again, 


even ſo them alſo which fleep in Jeſus will God 


bring with him.” 


That Jeſus truly died, the whole Jewiſh nation, 


in a manner, were witneſſes. For this awful event 
took place when both the reſident inhabitants of 


| Judea, and the Jews from all other countries, had 


reſorted to Jeruſalem to keep the Paſſover. Ne- 
ver therefore was any death in the world more 


public, nor any perhaps attended with circumſtan- 
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ces more ſtrikingly deciſive. It has been often 


obſerved, that the blood and the water iſſuing 


from our Lord's ſide pierced with the ſoldier's 


ſpear, aſcertain his death abfolutely and beyond 
all contradiction. And he who faw it bears re- 
record, and his record is true.—The apoſtle John. 
Indeed our Saviour's greateſt enemies do not deny 
his death. The Jews uſed to call him in de- 
riſion the man that was hanged. The Gentiles did 

the ſame. And Chriſt crucified was always look 
ed upon by both, as a reproach. It was a ſtumbling 
block to the Jews, and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs ; 
but to all who were called 1. e. to all who became 
Chriſtians, whether they had before been Jews or 


Greeks, Chriſt the power of God and the wiſdom - 


of God. To theſe, the very circumſtance that 
rendered him deſpicable to others, ever afforded 

ground of boaſting and glory: becauſe though 
through weakneſs Chriſt had ſuffered death, yet 
they firmly believed that he was raiſed from the 
dead by the power of God. Hence the Apoſtle 
Paul triumphed in nothing {o much. as in the croſs 
of Chriſt. And indeed, conſidered in a right light, 
it forms the very baſis of Chriſtian faith and hope. 
Thus our Saviour himſelf viewed it, when he ut- 
tered theſe remarkable words “ I lay down my 
life that I may receive it again,” that is, the very 
end of Chriſt's death was, that he might be raiſed 
again to renewed life, Hence ſee the admirable 


propriety | 


| 11 


propriety of the inſtitution of the Lord's Supper, 


appointed for a perpetual memorial of the death 


of Chriſt, till he come to judge the world. Do 
this in remembrance of me ” are Chriſt's own 
words. And Saint Paul ſays, © Shew ye forth 
the Lord's death till he come.” This inſtitution 
was at firſt regarded as a conſtituent part of pub- 
lic worſhip, and devoutly obſerved by all Chriſt- 
ians, as often as they met together for this purpoſe; 
and not only in their more ſolemn aſſemblies, but 
even at their private meetings: for “ they brake 
bread from houſe to houſe.” And fo long as 
the true end of this ſacred rite was kept in 
view, it was no doubt an edifying ſervice; but when 
this was overlooked or quite forgotten, and other 
things totally foreign to it introduced, it became 
an inſtrument of horrible ſuperſtition to ſome, and 


to others an object of ſoyereign contempt; to 


few, or ſhall I rather ſay, to none, preciſely 
what it was intended to be: it is, however, well 
calculated to be to all, a ſtrong concurrent proof as 


well as a conſtant remembrancer of the reality of 


Chriſt's death. Jeſus certainly died, and died on 
a croſs, This both friends and foes agree in ac- 
knowledging. Moreover, the body being taken 
down from the croſs, was laid in a tomb hewn out 
of a rock, and remained in the ſepulchre three 


days, according to the cuſtomary vay in which 


the Jews reckoned their time, 1.e. a part of Friday, 
| 5 | the 
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the day of the crucifixion, the whole of Satur- 
day, and part of Sunday, two whole nights, one 
whole day, and part of the other two days—an all 
perhaps about forty or forty-two hours. You are 
further informed, that a ſtone was placed at the 
entrance of the ſepulchre, a great ſtone. Again, in 
order to prevent the poſſibility of the body being 
conveyed away by any human means what- 
ſoever without diſcovery, this ſtone was ſealed, 
and an armed guard of ſoldiers ſtationed at the 
ſepulchre. It is difficult to conceive, what fur- 
ther means of ſecurity could be deviſed. At 
this moment of dread expeQaation, the diſciples 
of Telus were all diſperſed different ways, each 


providing for his own ſafety as well he could. 


They truſted that it had been he who ſhould 
have redeemed Iſrael,” but their faith failed them 
in this time of trial, and they found themſelves 
compelled to give up all their hopes. They had 


indeed been faithfully forewarned, and alſo dili- 


gently prepared for this diſtreſsful ſcene. But 
ſenſe and imagination proved too powerful for 
their reaſon to overcome; and the ſtrong appre- 
henſion of being ſeized, and ſuffering themſelves 


In the ſame manner they had ſeen their maſter 
ſuffer, filled their ininds with terror, and drove them 
into a ſtate of utter deſpondence. What was the 


the ſequel? Behold, early on the firſt day of the 
week i. e. on the day which we call Sunday, of 
which 
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which this preſent day is appointed to be the 
Anniverſary, there was a great earthquake, For 
an angel of the Lord, a divine meſſenger, doubtleſs 
ſome ſuperior being, (as appears from what he did) 
an angel of the Lord having deſcended from 
heaven, came and rolled away the ſtone from the 
door of the ſepulchre; and his countenance was 
like lightning, and his dreſs as white as ſnow. 
And the guards were ſtruck with ſuch con- 
ſternation at his appearance, that they be- 
came like dead men. But the angel ſaid unto 
ſome women, who, out of reſpett and affetion, 
had come to viſit the ſepulchre, © Fear not ye, 
for I know that ye ſeek Jeſus who was cruci- 
fied; He is not here, but is riſen, as he ſaid unto 
you.” And the angel conducted the women to 
the place where Jeſus had lain, and then bid them 


go quickly and tell his diſciples and Peter, that. 
he was riſen from the dead, and that he would go 


before them to Galilee, where they ſhould ſee 


him. He accordingly did go, and Saint Paul 


informs us, was there ſeen of above five hundred 
brethren at once, and, in their ſight, aſcended up 
into heaven: or, as Saint Luke more circumſtanti- 
ally relates the matter, . To his Apoſtles whom 
he had choſen, he ſhewed himſelf al:ve, after his 


paſſion, by many infallible proofs, being ſeen of 


them forty days, and ſpeaking of the things per- 
taining to the Kingdom of God: And being 
Le aſſembled 
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aſſembled together with them, commanded that 


they ſhould not depart from Jeruſalem, but wait 


for the promiſe of the father, which, ſaith he, ye 
have heard of me.” As, chap. 1. 


You know what followed. They were not dif- 
appointed. This promiſe of the father was amply 
accompliſhed on the memorable day of Pentecoſt, 
when they were endued with power from on 
high, to qualify them to be witneſſes of Chriſt's 
reſurrection, not only in Jeruſalem and Judea 
and Samaria, but to the utmoſt parts of the earth. 
What anſwer did the Jews make to this? All they 
had to ſay was, that the diſciples came by night 
and ſtole away the body while the guards ſlept. 
What! is the teſtimony of perſons aſleep to be 
admitted as good evidence ? . No, the Jews ought 
to have been aſhamed of ſuch an idle pretence. 
They ſhould rather have come forward boldly, 
and ſaid (as ſome indeed have ſaid) that a reſur- 
rection is utterly impoſſible, in the nature of the 
thing, and then (if they could have ſupported 
ſuch an aſſertion) they would have done ſomething 
to the purpoſe. For it muſt be granted, that 
what 1s impoſſible is not within the power of 
Omnipotence itſelf. Yet I will not ſcruple to add, 
that nothing ſhort of abſolute impoſſibility can 
effectually confront the evidence we poſſeſs for 


the truth and certainty of our Saviour's reſur- 
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reftion. Let us therefore examine this plea of 
impoſſibility. Now, we readily grant that it is im- 
poſſible, in the nature of the thing, for the ſame 
body, the body of Jeſus Chriſt or of any other, 


to be abſolutely dead and alive, at the ſame 


moment of time. This is clearly impoſſible. But 


it was not impoſlible for Jefus Chriſt to be dead 


and buried three days, and after that to riſe again 
to life. It was not impoſſible to convince his 
diſciples that he was really alive after they knew 
that he. had been really dead, and to convince 
them likewiſe, that he aſcended into heaven and 
ſate down on the right hand of the Majeſty on 
high ; whence alſo he ſhould come again, and 
receive them unto himſelf to glory everlaſting, 
This is all evidently within the line of poſſibility. 


The great author of nature, the creator of 


the Univerſe, who made the Heavens, the 
Earth, and all living creatures, can moſt affur- 
edly reſtore life at his pleaſure. With God all things 
that do not imply a palpable contradiQiion, are 
poſſible. But if the poſſibility of a reſurrection be 


allowed, then no objection that has hitherto been 


brought againſt the reality of Chriſt's reſurrettion, 
is ſufficient to overthrow that weight of evidence 
we have for the fact. Five Hundred eye-witneſſes 
can be fairly appealed to. But the twelve Apoſ- 


Ales are abundantly ſufficient, who unanimouſly, 
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and firmly, and conſtantly, at the hazard of every 
thing dear to them in life, and even of life itſelf, 
which many of them willingly, and triumphantly, 
ſacrificed for their teſtimony ; declare, that they 
ſaw Jeſus Chriſt after he was riſen from the dead; 
that they not only ſaw, but converſed with him, 
eat with him, handled him, had every poſſible ſatiſ- 
faction which both their ſenſes and underſtandings 
could give them that it was he himſelf, their belo- 
ved maſter, —had this at ſeveral times, and in 
different manners, for the ſpace of forty days, and 
at laſt beheld him aſcend into heaven. What is 
ſet up againſt this weight of evidence? Nothing 
but a bare aſſertion, utterly unſupported by any 
admiſſible proof; that the diſciples came by night 
and ſtole the body out of the ſepulchre, while the 
guards ſlept. This is altogether incredible, as 
we have ſhewn before. We muſt not, how- 
ever, diſſemble, that a difficulty has been raiſed by 
ſome, who, not content with the evidence we ac- 
tually poſſeſs, inſiſt upon it that the reſurrection 
of Chriſt, in order to produce rational convittion, 
ought to have been as public as his death. Particu- 
larly, that he ought to have appeared to the 
ſewiſh rulers, and to Pilate, and to the whole 
nation. They add that we have the teſtimony of 
his friends and followers only, and of thoſe whoſe 
intereſt it might be to ſpread the report of his 
reſurrection. Though this objeCtion, at firſt view, 
| may 


17 
may have a plauſible appearance, yet when fair- 
ly examined it will, we truſt, be found to carry 
little weight, For it ſets out altogether on 
falſe ground. The true queſtion is, not what evi- 
dence of our Saviour's reſurrection could poſſibly 
have been given, or rather what evidence our 
imaginations might ſuggeſt, could poſhbly have 
been given by Omnipotence, but whether what 
the Wiſdom of God judged proper to give, and 
which we actually poſſeſs, be not ſufficient to afford 


full ſatisfaction to every mind that is not obſti- 


nately and incorrigibly incredulous. And this L 
am perſuaded 1s really the caſe. But let us not 
ſhrink from the minuteſt circumſtance of this 
objection. Our Saviour, it is true, appeared to 
his friends and followers only. We admit this, 
and we aſk, to whom ſhould he appear but ta 
thoſe who knew him before his death? to thoſe 
| who were intimately acquainted with him, and 
therefore were able to identify his perſon ? 
And ſurely of theſe there was a ſufficient number 
to teſtify to the whole world, what they had 


heard and ſeen, And had he appeared to ever 


fo many others who were ſtrangers to him, as it 
could add nothing eſſential to the evidence, what 


valuable purpoſe could it poſſibly have anſwered?. 


Could they be competent witneſſes who could not 
be certain as to his perſon, and knew not whom 
er what they had ſeen? Had ſuch evidence as 
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this been brought forward by us, our adverſaries 
might with ſome reaſon complain of its inſuffici- 
ency. And there is little room to doubt but 
their complaints would have been loud and clamo- 
rous. You all recollect the incredulous Thomas; 


the inſtance is directly in point. He, though one 


of the Twelve Apoſtles, yet with great difficulty 
was brought to own his Lord, after his reſurrec- 
tion. He unqueſtionably knew his maſter's per- 
fon before his death; and yet demanded the 
very extraordinary proof of ſeeing the wounds 
in his feet and ſide, and not only of ſeeing but of 
thruſting his hand into them, before he would 
acknowledge him. Now if Thomas was not to be 
ſatisfied without ſuch proofs as theſe, how were 
perfect flrangers to be ſatisfied, who had never 
in all their life ſeen him before, or ſeen him 


only at a diſtance, perhaps in his dying agonies 
on the croſs? And, if zthey could not be ſatis- 


fied themſelves in the firſt inſtance, how could they 
be qualified to ſatisfy others? It appears therefore 
altogether congruous, and worthy of the Wiſdom 
of God, that the witneſſes of Chriſt's death 
ſhould indeed be numerous; but, in the nature of 
the thing; none could be proper witneſſes of his 
reſurrection but thoſe who knew him before his 


death. And had he appeared to the Jewiſh 


prieſts and rulers, and even to Pilate his judge, 
it is by no means certain that they would have 
received 
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| * 
received him, as their Meſſiah, who had already 


rejected all the great Miracles of his life, and 
particularly the reſurrection of Lazarus, which 
vas ſo far from producing any convittion in their 
obdurate breaſts, that from that very time, and 
on that very account, they ſought means to de- 
ſtroy him, aſcribing all his mighty works to a 


confederacy with Beelzebub, and even formed a 


deſign to put Lazarus to death. Enough, enough 
ſurely, had been done to convince them of the 
truth of our Saviour's pretenſions! But it ſeems 
they were an abandoned race of men; and if the 
doctrine which ſome great Divines have advanced 
be true, were for their atrocious wickedneſs, given 
up of God to hardneſs and impenitence of heart. 
No other objection that I know of, againſt our 
Saviour's reſurrection, of any great importance, 
has ever yet been advanced. Some exceptions 
indeed have been made to our records, as con- 
taining diſcrepancies, and even inconſiſtencies. 
But were theſe alledged diſcrepancies and incon- 


ſiſtencies abſolutely incapable of perfect recon- 


cilement, (which any one, who will take the 
trouble to read what has been written on the ſub- 
ject by learned men, may eaſily be convinced is 
not the caſe) but were they utterly irreconcil- 
able, it would not materially affect the certain- 
ty of the Subſtantial fact, as they relate merely 
to ſmal] circumſtances of time and place, and are 
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ſuch inconſiſtencies as frequently occur in the 


beſt and moſt approved Hiſtorical writers. But 


what is of the greateſt importance, all our records 
perfectly agree in aſſerting, and aſſerting in the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt unequivocal terms, that Jeſus 
Chriſt did riſe from the dead. To uſe the words 
of Dr. Paley, whoſe View of the Evidence of 
Chriſtianity, deſerves to be read and ſtudied by all 
who wiſh to obtain a rational and well-grounded 


faith, „It is completely certain, that the Apoſtles 


of Chriſt, and the firſt teachers of Chriſtianity, 
aſſerted this fact, and this would have been cer- 
tain, if the four goſpels had been loſt, or never 
written. Every piece of ſcripture recognizes the 
reſurrection. Every Epiſtle of every Apoſtle, 
every author contemporary with the Apoſtles or 


of the age immediately ſucceeding the Apoſtles, 


every writing from that age to the prefent, genuine 
or ſpurious, on the ſide of Chriſtianity or againſt 


it, concur in repreſenting the reſurreQion of Chriſt 


as an article of his hiſtory, received without doubt 
or diſagreement by all who called themſelves 


Chriſtians, as alledged from the beginning, by the 


propagators of the inſtitution, and alledged as the 
centre of their teſtimony ; and nothing, I appre- 


bend, ſays the ſame writer, which a man does not 
himſelf ſee or hear, can be more certain to him than 


this point.“ Dr. Paley does not mean, more certain 


than that Chriſt roſe from the dead, (that will be 
proved 
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proved hereafter ) but that nothing can be more 
certain than © that his Apoſtles and the firſt teachers 
of Chriſtianity gave out that he did ſo,” and ſurely 
ſuch a torrent of evidence as this muſt be ſufficient 
to bear down all the little frigid criticiſms, which 
infidelity has eagerly laid hold on, in order to 
_ diſcredit our ſacred records. | 


Thus then the evidence for this great article of 


our religion ſtands. To raiſe the dead is poſſible 
with God. Being a plain matter of fact, it 1s 
equally capable of complete proof with any other 
fact; i. e. if any inſtance of a reſurrection has 
really happened, it can be proved by human 
teſtimony, as well (for example) as a birth can be; 
and ſuch teſtimony is the only proper evidence 
which it admits of. Laſtly, the eye-witneſſes of 
our Saviour's being riſen from the dead, are ſo nu- 
merous, and their teſtimony ſo firm, and conſtant, 
as to place it far above any reaſonable exception. 
We have ſhewn that the Apoſtles did poſitively al- 
ſert the fact of Chriſt's reſurrection. This is 
completely certain. The only queſtion, therefore, 
now remaining is this, viz. Did they aſſert the 
truth, or a wilful falſhood ; or were they themſelves 
deceived, believing their maſter to be riſen from 
the dead, when he was not? Beſides theſe, no other 
ſuppoſition is poſſible. In the firſt place then, 
did the Apoſtles knowingly and wilfully aſſert a 

falſhood, 
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falſhood, when they aſſerted that their maſter was 
riſen from the dead? This is not eaſy to be- 
lieve. No man is wicked for nothing.” Hu- 


man nature rather inclines to truth, and deteſts 


falſhood, as mean and baſe, and below its dignity, 
unleſs it want to compaſs ſome favourite object, 
which it cannot attain by honourable means; and 
even in this caſe, it has recourſe to falſhood with 
conſiderable reluftance, and often ſuffers ſtrong 
remorſe afterwards. But is it poſſible to con- 
ceive, that Five Hundred perſons ſhould all 
conſpire together in the publication of a falſhood 
of ſuch magnitude, and drawing after it ſuch 
tremendous conſequences, as the reſurrection of 
Chriſt, when they all knew there was no reſur- 
rection? Is it poſſible to conceive, that not one 
of the Five Hundred ſhould fall off, and diſcover 
the fraud? When was ſuch union and fidelity 
ſeen before, I do not ſay, in iniquitous deſigns 
and devices, but almoſt in lawful, nay, even in 


laudable and virtuous deſigns, as is here ſhewn 


in a villainy of the moſt enormous nature? If 
but one individual had relinquiſhed the confede- 
racy, the whole plot muſt have been overthrown. 
What was it then that held them ſo ſtrongly ce- 


mented together, that they all with ſuch power, 
ſuch intrepidity, ſuch unparalleled courage, gave 
| teſtimony to the reſurreQion of their maſter ? 


Surely, they had ſome great things in view! 
| 0 Wealth, 
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Wealth, Honour, Power, which of theſe, or were 
all of them together, the mighty bait that tempted 
them to engage in a project of ſuck a nature, and 
in which they could not entertain the ſmalleſt 
hope of ſucceeding, on ſuppoſition of their being 


impoſtors? No, nothing of this; every worldly | 
motive operated quite the other way. Their 


teſtimony expoſed them to labours inceſſant, to 
tolls infinite, to hunger and thirſt, to ſtripes and 
impriſonments, and to deaths the moſt cruel that 
ingenious malice could invent, at the very idea of 
which human nature ſhrinks back with horror, but 
which they endured not only with firmneſs, but 
with chearfulneſs, and even rejoiced in their 
ſufferings. Hear from Saint Paul a ſpecimen of 
what they ſuffered, the truth of which is abun- 
dantly confirmed, not only by the nature of the 
caſe, but alſo by all the other writings of the New 
Teſtament, as well as by ſome celebrated Heathen 
authors. © Even to this preſent hour, we both 
hunger and thirſt, and are naked, and have no 

certain dwelling-place, and labour working with 
our hands; being reviled, we bleſs ; being perſe- 
cuted, we ſuffer it; being defamed, we entreat ; 
we are made as the filth of the world, and as the 
oft-ſcouring of all things unto this day.” "This 
was all the reward they had for their teſtimony, if 
it was not true! Indeed, indeed, the ſuppofition 


of the Apoſtles' wilful falſhood muſt be given 


up 
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up, as abſolutely untenable. The witneſſes of 

, our Saviour's reſurrection were no impoſtors. 

5 The ſtory they told, they themſelves moſt firmly 
believed to be true. 


You have only then to conſider, whether i it be 
poſſible to conceive, that ſomehow or other, they 
themſelves were impoſed upon, and thought that 
their maſter was riſen from the dead, when no 
ſuch thing had taken place. It muſt be allowed 
that it greatly behoved them to be certain of this * 
point, before they ſacrificed all their intereſts on 
earth to it. And we have all the reaſon in the 
world to believe, that they ſpared no - pains to 
come at the truth. The body was gone out of 
the ſepulchre. By what means? If they them- 
ſelves had removed it, it was wilful fraud, not 
weak enthuſiaſm. But we have already proved 
that they could not be guilty of fraud. Did the 
Jews then ſteal the body, in order to impoſe 
upon the diſciples? This alſo, is altogether in- 
credible, For if the Jews had been in poſſeſſion 
of the body, or could by any means have found 
the body, they would certainly have produced it, 
and thereby have effectually confronted the teſti- 
mony of the diſciples, to the ſatisfaQtion of all 
men. But this they were not able to do. Was 
it then ſo difficult or impoſlible for the diſciples 
to know, whether the body of their maſter ſtill 
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remained dead in the ſepulchre, or was gone out 
of it? Nothing could be more eaſy. They ſaw the 
ſepulchre did not any longer contain the body of 
their maſter. The grave-clothes were left be- 
hind, depoſited, in an orderly manner, within the 
ſepulchre, but the body was gone. This they were 
ſure of, nor could they poſſibly be deceived. 


What then was become of their maſter? They 
did not, then, certainly know. But recolleQting 


hat they had heard from his lips, in his life-time, 


they began to entertain hopes of his being alive 


again, and theſe hopes were preſently realized by 
his actual appearing to them all, over and over 
again, for the ſpace of forty days; in which, by 
many infallible procfs, they were fully convinced 
that their maſter was riſen from the dead. And to 
render this conviction laſting and effectual, about 
ten days after our Saviour's departure from earth, 
the diſciples being aſſembled together at Jeruſalem, 
in obedience to their maſter's laſt inſtruttions, in 
number, at that time, only an hundred and 
twenty, many probably remaining yet in Galilee, 
their native place, at a conſiderable diſtance 
from Jeruſalem, where Jeſus appeared to the 
five hundred brethren at once, recorded by 
Saint Paul ;—the diſciples, I ſay, about ten days 
after our Saviour left them, received ſupernatu- 
ral powers, and ſpake with other tongues, as the 


ſpirit gave them utterance, “ And there were 
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dwelling at Jeruſalem Jews, devout men out of 
every nation under heaven. And when this 
wonderſul phenomenon was noiſed abroad, the 
multitude came together, and were confounded 
with amazement, becauſe every one heard them 
ſpeak in his own language. And they ſaid one 
to another, Behold, are not all theſe which 
ſpeak Galileans? And how hear we every man 
ſpeak in our own tongue wherein we were born? 
Parthians and Medes, and Elamites, and the 
dwellers in Meſopotamia, and in Judea, and 
Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Aſia Minor, in 
Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and the parts 
of Lybia about Cyrene, and ſtrangers of Rome, 
Jews and Proſelytes, Cretes and Arabians, we do 
hear them ſpeak in our tongues the wonderful 
works of God. And they were all amazed, and 
ſaid one to another, what meaneth this?” We 
all know, what labour and time are requiſite to 
attain the complete knowledge, even of a few 
languages, in the natural way. And here we find 
the Apoltles were, in a moment, endued with a ca- 
pacity not only of underſtanding, but ſpeaking in- 
telligibly ſo many. No wonder the multitude were 
amazed, no wonder many of them were convin- 
ced of the ſupernatural character of the Apoſtles; 
and Three Thouſand, that day, added to the num- 
ber of Chriſtians. But whatever effect was 
produced upon the people whom the Apoſtles 
addreſſed 
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7 
addrefſed, each in their own tongue, the effect 
upon the Apoſtles themſelves muſt be great be- 


yond conception. And if it had been poſſible 


for them to have entertained the leaſt ſuſpicion 
concerning the reſurrection of their maſter, pre- 
vious to their reception of theſe wonderful 
powers, this muſt at once, and for cver, remove 
every ſhadow of difficulty from their minds; 
and they could not but be as certain of the fact, 
as of their own exiſtence. And accordingly, all 
their ſubſequent conduct in travelling through the 


whole world, to publiſh their doctrine, in la 


bours abundant, in ſtripes, in priſons, in weari- 
neſs and painfulneſs, in watchings, in hunger 
and tkirſt, in cold and nakedneſs, in ſhort, in 


ſufferings of every deſcription, ſufficiently proves 


that the impreſſion was never afterwards effaced 
from their minds. 


Thus I have laid before you, I truſt fairly and 
 Impartially ; I can, however, with confidence ſay, 
honeſtly and faithfully, a few obſervations on the 
evidence we actually poſſeſs for the reality or 
certainty of our Saviour's death and reſurreQion. 


Before I proceed with the ſubje, it may not be 


improper to recapitulate. The ſum of all is this. 
An after-life, or a future ſtate, avpears to have 
been the general belief or ſentiment of mankind. 
Some opinion, however, concerning it has been 

£co-exiſtent 
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co-exiſtent with the belief of a Supreme Being. 
This lays a proper foundation for diligent enquiry 
into ſo intereſting a ſubject, and a priori renders 
any well-atteſted account of one really dead being 
reſtored to life, at leaſt, credible. And eſpecially 
(as in the preſent caſe) where this reſtoration is 
offered, as a proof, that there ſhall be a general 
reſtoration. 


By ſome of che viſeſt and beſt men it has not 
been thought a thing impoſſible for God to raiſe 
the dead. It implies no contradiction. A power 
equal to the giving of life is, unqueſtionably, equal 
to the reſtoring of life. But it has been ſhewn 
that nothing ſhort of impoſſibility itſelf, can over- 
throw the proof we actually poſſeſs, for the reality 
of Chriſt's reſurrettion. 


The appeal is made, not to your imaginations, 
which might miſlead you; nor to your prejudices, 
either way, which certainly are no ſure guides to 
truth; nor yet to your paſſions, your hopes or fears 
or wiſhes; nor laſtly, to any particular habits of 
thinking you may any how have contratted; no, 
the appeal is made directly to your underſtanding, 
to the cool, clear, deliberate diftates of reaſon, 
after the cloſeſt examination of every circum- 
ſtance, that Jeſus Chriſt truly died and truly roſe 

again, 


29 

again, and that no fact in the world of equal an- 
tiquity is eſtabliſhed upon Evidence, either ſtronger 
in itſelf, or more appropriate, or, upon the whole, 
better calculated to produce unzverſal conviction. 
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SERMON II. 


I. THESS, IV. 14. 


For, if we believe that Jeſus died, and roſe again, 
even ſo them alſo which ſleep in Foy will God 
bring with him. 


HE time not. allowing us to finiſh this argu- 


ment in the morning, I again requeſt your 


moſt earneſt attention to a ſubje& of the laſt im- 


portance, which involves in it, not only all the 


great intereſts of our being, but even our very 
being itſelf; and both deſerves, and will amply 
reward, all the pains and diligence we can employ 
upon it. 


You will recolleQ, that we began with diſtin- 
guiſhing and explaining the different ſpecies of 
evidence, belonging to different kinds of truth. 
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Theſe we obſerved were three. — Demonſtrative, 
the Evidence of our ſenſes, and the Evidence of 
teſtimony ; and that this laſt alone is applicable to 
facts which we ourſelves did not ſee; in which 
claſs, evidently, are the facts of Chriſt's death and 

reſurrection. We then laid before you the whole 
body of evidence we poſſeſs for the certainty of 
the facts; and concluded with a ſolemn appeal to 
your underſtandings, that Jeſus Chriſt truly died 
and truly roſe again, and that no fact in the world 
of equal antiquity, is eſtabliſhed upon evidence 


ſtronger in itſelf, or, upon the whole, better 


calculated to produce univerſal conviction. 


Here the unbeliever driven from every other 


fortreſs, flies to his laſt reſource, and cries out 


with vehemence, „Why then does it not pro- 


duce univerſal conviction? Why did it not, at 


the firſt, produce univerſal conviction? There 
muſt of neceſſity be ſome eſſential defect in the 
evidence, or it would have had a much greater 


and more diffuſive influence.” We will briefly 


conſider theſe two queſtions, and we truſt, that 
full and ſatisfadory anſwers can be given to them 
both. For the ſake of order, we will begin 
with the latter. If the evidence for the reſur- 
redtion of Chriſt be ſo ſtrong, unexceptionable, 
and perſealy ſatisfactory, as was repreſented in 
the former diſcourſe, it is aſked, why then was it 

| not 
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33 
not univerſally received at the firſt, upon the 
ſpot, and at the time, when, and where, moſt aſſur- 
_edly, there was the beſt opportunity of coming at 
the truth? Yet we find, that it was aQually re- 
ceived by very few; the great bulk of mankind 
paid no regard to it. The Jews themſelves, 
whether living in Judea, or in other countries, 
moſt of them rejected it; and the very ſmall 
number that did receive it, were the meaneſt and 


moſt contemptible of the people. This, I believe, 


will be allowed: to be a fair ſtatement of the 
objection. And the following, I doubt not, will 
be deemed a complete anſwer. 


It is well known, that at the commencement 
of Chriſtianity, beſides the general depravity of 
manners prevalent among the Jews of that 
time, they all, even the beſt of them, laboured 
under violent national prejudice. They all, 
even the beſt of them, (Chriſt's own diſciples 
themſelves not excepted) looked for a mighty 
prince and conqueror, who ſhould not only de- 


liver them from the Roman yoke, but lead thear 
to glory, vitory, and dominion over all the king 


doms of the earth. Now their imaginations being 
all filled with ſuch lofty ideas as theſe, the poor 
carpenter of Nazareth was no Meſliah for them, 
Still it may be ſaid, were nat his mighty works 
ſufficient, even in ſpite of all their prejudices, to 


convince 
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convince them of his divine character? I anſwer, 
No. For, unfortunately, they had among them, 
a ſtrange belief in Magic, and the wonderful 
powers of evil ſpirits ſuperior to man, by whoſe 
agency, they thought they could account for the 
greateſt miracles. This, we know, was the ſtate 
of the Jews of that time. 


The Gentiles too, beſides being deeply tinc- 
tured with the fame opinion of Magic, were all 
involved in the thick darkneſs of idolatry and 
vice. Notwithſtanding which great, and almoſt 
invincible obſtruttions, it is notorious that vaſt 
numbers both of Jews and Gentiles did embrace 
Chriſtianity, and theſe not of the lower claſſes 
only, but many of the higher among both. Some 
of the Jewiſh prieſts, and many of the Heathen 
philoſophers. And the difficulty of accounting 
for ſuch a reception of Chriſtianity, on ſuppoſition 
of its being an impoſture, appears to me far 
greater than that the majority, circumſtanced as 
they then were, rejected it. Nor have we men- 
tioned the thouſands and millions of men, of 
all ranks, that might in their hearts believe, but 
through the terror of perſecution, ſmothered the 
truth, That this was really the caſe in many in- 
ftances, we know. As to the other queſtion, Why is 
not Chriſtianity un:ver/ally received in the preſent 
day, when all theſe abſurd opinions of magic have 

cntirely 
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entirely vaniſhed, and the bright age of reaſon 
ſhines out in full meridian ſplendor ? 


The true radical cauſe J conceive to be this, 
that neither Chriſtianity nor its Evidence, is 
properly attended to, nor ſtudied. They are both 
of courſe imperfealy known. And the ſcanty 
ſuperficial knowledge of them, which many 
do by any means acquire, is too often mixed 
with ſo much error and falſhood, that perhaps 
total ignorance might be preferable. But the great 
leading cauſe of infidelity, in the preſent age, 
is, that neither Chriſtianity, nor its Evidence is 
ſtudied fo attentively, ſo ſeriouſly, ſo diligently, 
or, to ſay all in one word, ſo honeſtly, as it ought 
to be, the minds of many being pre-occupied with 
inferior concerns, The cares of this world, the 
deceitfulneſs of riches, and the pleaſures of life, 
fill their heads and hearts, and leave little or no 
room for other objects, however great, however 
intereſting. And do ve not ſee the very ſame 
thing untverſally take place, with regard even to 
truths purely demonſtrative? Thouſands and 
ten thouſands of Mathematical truths, in them- 
ſelves as clear as day, and competent to the weak- 
eſt underſtandings, not attended to, nor brought 
within the ſphere of the mind's action, muſt re- 
main for ever unknown, for ever uſeleſs to ſuch 


| perſons, So all the evidence for the great facts 
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of Chriſtianity, however bright and convincing 
in itſelf; nay, though nearly approaching to irre- 
ſiſtible, if not duly weighed and pondered in 
the mind, can produce no valuable conviction. 
More eſpecially (as is but too often the caſe) if 
the diſpoſition be inclined to vanity, to ſelf-con- 
ceit, to pride, to intemperance, to ſelfiſhneſs, or 
any other vice; in that caſe, the pure religion 
of Chriſt will be but coldly looked upon; and 
conſequently, its evidence will be reluctantly en- 
quired into, and any trifling difficulty laid hold 
on to evade its force. 


Beautiful and inſtructive were all our Saviour's 
parables. But the parable of the Sower is ſu- 
perlatively ſo. The rocky ground, the flony 
ground, and the thorny ground, you know, re- 
preſent three ſorts of people, a ſufficient number 
of which have exiſted in every age of the world. 
The firſt is z:ally barren. The ſecond is very 
like unto the firſt, The third brings no fruit to 
perfection. It is the good ground alone, which 
in different degrees, proportionable to its good- 
neſs, is really productive. It were devoutly to be 
wiſhed, for their own ſakes, as well as for the ſake 
of ſociety at large, that unbelievers of the pre- 
lent age, would liſten attentively to this excellent 
parable; and endeavour to find out, if they can, to 
which of theſe claſſes of ſoil they themſelves 
belong. By this means, they might, perhaps, dil- 
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cover, the true cauſe of their infidelity. Thoſe, 
however, are certainly in the worſt ſtate, whoſe un- 
belief is occaſioned ſolely by their diſinclination 
or averſion to the ſublime morality of the goſpel. 
For, till this malady is, in ſome meaſure, remov- 
ed; till they become better reconciled to the 
the Divine morals which the Chriſtian religion 
enjoins, they never will attend to its evidence, 
with that fairneſs, diligence, and earneſtneſs, which 


is neceſſary to produce any good effect. Theſe 


hate the light, and will not come unto it, leſt 
their deeds ſhould be reproved.” The rock may 
be ſoftened, the ſtones gathered out, the thorns 
cleared away, and excellent ground remain; but 
this laſt ſoil is ſo cankered and ill- natured, as 
almoſt to defy cultivation. 


There is another thing which renders the caſe 
of ſuch truly dangerous, and deplorable, viz. a fa- 
vourite notion which they hold“ that all opinions 
are, in themſelves, perfectly indifferent.” They 
are for ever crying out, We muſt judge for 
ourſelves: our underſtanding is free, and not to 
be controlled. We judge according to the evi- 
dence before us, and it does not appear to us at 
all ſufficient to afford full ſatisfaction; at leaſt, it 
does not afford full ſatisfaction to us.“ 


Though this, followed to its utmoſt length, 
might lead us far into the Abyſs of metaphylics, 
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a land of darkneſs and uncertainty, where the 
very light is as darkneſs, into which no wile man 
would wiſh to be plunged; yet ſo far as this 
pretence is at all intelligible, we will endeavour 
to lay it before you, and judge ye whether it will 
ſerve or diſſerve the cauſe of infidelity. It is 
laid, “ The underſtanding is free, and we muſt 
judge for ourſelves,” by which, in order to derive 
any benefit from this plea, they muſt mean, that 
they are not at all accountable for any deciſion 
they make; that all opinions are alike innocent; 
and that it is a matter of perfect indifference, 
whether they belicve or difhelieve Chriſtianity. 
Now in anſwer to this, we ſay, The Human 
Mind, the offspring and image of the Supreme 
all- perfect Intelligence, is the moſt exquiſite work- 
manſhip of heaven that we are acquainted with, 
and has worthily employed the ſtudies of great 
philoſophers in all ages, to unfold its nature and 
powers; the reſult of whoſe labours is, that it 
appears to be well eſtabliſhed, that the mind, in 
the reception of its firſt ideas, is totally paſſive, 
receiving them all through the medium of the 
ſenſes (or from inſpiration, which we think not ne- 
ceſſary to introduce in this argument) but when 
the underſtanding, by means of the ſenſes, is once 
furniſhed with ſimple ideas, then it is, without all 
doubt, active in retaining, in comparing, in judg- 
ing, in reaſoning, and deciding upon every caſe 
that 
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that comes before it ; and is, therefore, equally a 
ſubject of moral government with the will itſelf. 
And a very important part of our trial or pro- 
bation, as rational beings, conſiſts in the right 
uſe or abuſe of our underſtandings. 


Now, it deſerves to be ſeriouſly conſidered by 
this claſs of unbelievers, what they mean by the 
freedom of the underſtanding, or freedom of en- 
quiry, and judging for themſelves, which they ſo 
much inſiſt upon. The meaning, certainly, is not 
what they imagine, v1z. that it is a matter of per- 
fect indifference, how they judge, how they de- 


cide, or that they are free to determine juſt as 


they pleaſe, without incurring any cenſure or 
puniſhment. No, the meaning is, that the enquiry 
ſhould be made freely indeed, but fairly, impar- 


tially, loneſily; that the underſtanding ſhould be 


under no corrupt influence from worldly intereſt, 


pleaſure, humour, or ſecret affection, and that 


after the deepeſt, moſt diligent, earneſt, anxious 
hearing of the cauſe, they ſhould judge accord- 
ing to truth, as they can anſwer it to the God 
of truth. This plea of the freedom of the un- 
derſtanding is, therefore, ſo far from exculpating 
unbelievers, that it is the greateſt poſſible aggra- 
vation of their guilt. For it is, indeed, the want 
of ſuch free enquiry as this, it is the want of 
love to truth, it is the not duly and vigorouſly 

exerciſing 
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exerciſing their underſtandings in ſearch of it, 
which is the true cauſe of their infidelity. 


To judge for ourſelves, needs not be claimed 
as a privilege it is our indiſpenſable duty. 
Throughout the ſcriptures, both of the Old and 


New Teſtament, we find the freeſt and moſt 


unbounded ſcope given to the exerciſe of our 
rational powers; the moſt unlimited enquiry not 
only permitted, but recommended, encouraged, 
and even commanded, in all matters of opinion, 
in all doarines of faith, and in all modes of 
worſhip. The rule in all theſe is, Search and 
Try. „ Prove all —_ and hold faſt that which 


is good.“ 


And that the ſame uſe of our underſtandings 
is equally neceſſary, for deciding upon the facts 
of Chriſtianity, no one can poſſibly make a queſ- 
tion of, who conſiders what our Saviour ſays to 
the Phariſees, in this particular view of proving his 
own Divine miſſion;“ Yea, and why even of your 
ovnſelves, judge ye not what is right?” And this, 
unqueſtionably, is the true meaning and intent of 
all thoſe energetic exhortations, and ſtrong excita- 
tions, both of our Saviour himſelf and his Apoſtles, 
and long before them, of the Jewiſh Lawgivers 


and — 6 Hear, O Iſrael, hearken dili- 
gently. 
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gently, Come now, and let us reaſon together, 
faith the Lord.” In the Goſpels, how often and 
with what earneſtneſs, does our Saviour call out, 
He that hath cars to hear, let him hear.” And 
in the Epiſtles, + Beloved, believe not every 
ſpirit, but try the ſpirits, whether they are of 
God.“ And, © Be not children in underſtand- 
ing, but in underſtanding be men.“ And «I 
ſpeak as to wiſe men, judge ye what I ſay.“ It 
would be endleſs to cite paſſages of the ſame 
import. 


And that very remarkable declaration* of our 
Saviour, He that believeth, and is baptized, 
ſhall be ſaved ; and he that believeth not, ſhall be 
condemned;” taken in connection with the ſeveral 
ſtrong incitations to the free uſe of our under- 
ſtandings already mentioned, ought, no doubt, to 
be conſidered in the ſame view, as the ſtrongeſt 
poſſible provocation to rouſe men from inatten- 
tion and torpor, to exerciſe their intellectual 
powers to the utmoſt, as being a matter of the 


laſt importance to their eternal welfare, 


I ſhall only add once more to the ſame pur- 
poſe, „He that rejeQeth me, and receiveth. not 
my words, hath one that judgeth him, the words 
that I have ſpoken, the ſame ſhall judge him, 
at the laſt day,” Theſe two declarations of our 

| Saviour, 
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Saviour, it much concerns unbelieyers moſt ſe- 
riouſly to conſider. Such awful words, from 
ſuch benevolent lips, ought to make a deep im- 
preſſion upon their minds. The tender mercies 
of God no doubt are boundleſs. And every 
proper allowance will be made, in every caſe, 
for untoward circumſtances and ſituations ; the 
Judge of all the earth will certainly do right. 
But ſuch awful words as theſe were not ſpoken in 

vain, —are not wholly nugatory, but may be ex- 
pected to be realized, in all their tremendous 
extent, upon thoſe unhappy beings, who living 


at preſent within the joyful ſound of the goſpel 


ſalvation, fall, at the laſt judgment, under the 


J the deſcription of Unbelievers! 


& He that deſpiſed Moſes' law, died without 
mercy, under two or three witneſſes. Of how 
much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be 
thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the 
Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the 
covenant wherewith he was ſanctified, an unholy 
thing, and hath done deſpite unto the * of 
grace?“ 


But whatever others do, let us, my Chriſtian 
Brethren, gird up the loins of our mind, and 
give all diligence, not only in ſtudying the prin- 
ciples, but alſo in performing the practical duties 


of 
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8 
of our holy religion. More particularly, let the 
death and reſurrection of our Lord, and what un- 
deniably follows from it, engage our warm and 
conſtant attention. For, if we believe that Jeſus 
died, and roſe again, even ſo them alſo which 
ſleep in Jeſus, will God bring with him. A glo- 
rious iſſue awaits the Chriſtian at laſt! If the 
principle be true, the inference is certain. 


Young perſons eſpecially, it greatly behoves, 
to apply their minds to Heavenly wiſdom, that 
they may be eſtabliſhed in the truth, ſo as to be 
able to render a reaſon both to themſelves, and 
others, of the hope that is in them; and above all, 
that beginning early, and perſevering diligently, 
and conſtantly, they may make great profici- 
ency in goodneſs; even ſo as to reſemble that 
rich ſoil, which multiplied the ſeed ſown in it, 
an hundred fold. 


There is another ſtrong reaſon, why young per- 
ſons ſhould be ſtirred up to earneſt attention and 
diligence, in the important affair of religion 
(which is indeed my apology for theſe diſcourſes) 
and that is, the complexion of the times in which 
we live, Beſet as the young, undeniably, are 
with bold, avowed, zealous, infidelity on the one 
hand, and with wild, frantic, fanaticiſm on the 

| other, 


% 44 
other, not to mention a numerous tribe of what 
may not unfitly be called, neutrals, who like 
Gallio, “ care for none of theſe things,” in ſome re- 
ſpects, of more pernicious influence, than either 
of the former; thus beſet on all ſides, it muſt 
be allowed, that the Young are in no ſmall 
danger, of being drawn away by evil counſels 
and examples, ſo as to fall from their own ſted- 
faſtneſs. = 

I am under no concern for Chriſtianity itſelf. 
It is the cauſe of God. It is Truth, and muſt 
at laſt prevail. The church of Chriſt is built 
upon a rock, and the gates of hell can never 
triumph over it. If neither a Celſus, nor a Por- 
phry, nor even Julian himſelf, with all his wit, 
learning, and imperial power, could give the leaſt 
check to its progreſs, but it ſtill flouriſhed the 
more, in proportion to the oppoſition made againſt _ 
it, ſurely there is little to fear from its preſent 
comparatively puny adverſaries. As well might 
they attempt to extinguiſh the ſun in the firma- 
ment with a blaſt of their breath, as by any efforts 
they can make, to extinguiſh the more glorious 
fun of righteouſneſs, the light and life of the 
moral world; or even at all eclipſe his genuine 
luſtre, Let infidels rage or ridicule, He that 
ftteth in the heavens ſhall laugh, the Lord ſhall 
have them in deriſion. “ Yet have I ſet my 

: 5 | | King 
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King upon my holy hill of Zion.” There is, 
therefore, no cauſe of concern for Chriſtianity. 
But I muſt acknowledge, that for the reaſons 
before mentioned, I am not unconcerned at the 
danger, to which the religious principles of young 
perſons ſtand at preſent expoſed. 


In this ſituation, might I be permitted to ſug- 
geſt to them a few hints, equally calculated for 
their ſaſety, and ſure attainment of diſtinguiſhed 
excellence and happineſs, they ſhould be ſuch as 
the following, viz. Bewilder not yourſelves, my 
young friends, in the inextricable labyrinth of 
Controverſial divinity. Leave fine-ſpun theories, 
metaphyſical ſubtleties, deep, doubtful, difficult, | 
myſterious, doctrines to others, to amuſe them-. 
ſelves with as they pleaſe. Be it your employ- 
ment and delight, rather to contemplate the plain, 
convincipg Facts, the equally plain, and indiſ- ' 
putably uſeful, DoArines of Chriſtianity. | 


But, firſt of all, contemplate the facts, upon 
which your religion is founded; eſpecially, the 
ſa&t of Chriſt's reſurrection, the very Atlas of the 
Chriſtian inſtitution: by which it muſt either 
ſtand, or fall; for, in this caſe, there is no other 
alternative. If Chriſt be not riſen from the dead, 


then is our preaching vain, and your faith is alſo 
| vain. 
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val But if Chriſt be riſen from the dead, (and 
that he is riſen indeed, I will venture to ſay, is 
capable df complete proof) then ſhall you alſo, 
if you be his diſciples, riſe yourſelves unto life 
eternal. 


Begin then at this foundation. Apply all the 
energy of your minds, firſt to the facts of Chriſ- 
tianity, together with the evidence that ſupports 
them; and eſpecially, to this great fact of the re- 
ſurreQion, 


It is a wonderful work, and truly marvellous in 
our eyes. But not more fo, than the ſtupendous 
fabric of the univerſe; not more ſo, than our 
own frame; nay, not more ſo, than even our firſt 
formation. Great indeed it 1s, we acknowledge. 


But which of the works of God is not great ? 


Which of the works of God does not tranſcend 
our comprehenfion? He doth wondrous things, 
without number. His works, and his ways, are 
both of chem unſearchable. 


It is, in truth, on this very account, becauſe 
the reſurrection of Chriſt is, iN GREATNEss, ſi- 
| milar to all the other works of God, and far be- 
yond the power of any creature to accompliſh, 
that we eſteem it a ſure ground of hope, and be- 

lief, 
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lief, in a future ſtate, For though the manner 
of effecting it be indeed abſolutely incomprehen- 
ſible; the reſurreQtion itſelf is a matter of fact 
palpable to ſenſe, and as capable of being fully 
proved by human teflimeny, as any other fakt. 
And if Omnipotence alone was equal to this work, 
we may alſo diſcern in it the molt lively traits of 
Infinite Goodnels, 


A future ſtate, it muſt be allowed, is that which 
gives value and dignity to man. Without it, we 
might well exclaim with the Pſalmiſt, Why, O 
Lord, haſt thou made all men in vain?” Now 
the reſurrection of Chriſt, as the firſt fruits of a 
general reſurrection, is the only ſure ground of 
hope we poſleſs of a future ſtate. All reaſonings 
from every other ſource, end in uncertainty. It 
is the poſitive declaration of it by Chriſt himſelf, 
who died, and roſe again, to verify his declara- 
tion, that completely confirms our belief. Hear 
the Apoſtle John, who in contemplation of this 


great ſubjett, breaks out into the following raptu- | 


rous exclamation, © Behold, what manner of love 


the father hath beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould 


be called the fons of God! Beloved, now arc 

we the ſons of God (and if ſons, then heirs) and 

it doth not yet appear what we ſhail be, but we 

know, that when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like 
him, for we ſhall ſee him as he is!” 


Well 
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Well worthy it was both of the Power and 
Goodneſs of God, to raiſe Jeſus Chriſt from the 
dead, to eſtabliſh our hopes of future happineſs 
upon a ſure foundation. And when the Power 
and Goodneſs of God are both ſo manifeſt in 
this diſpenſation, who ſhall dare to impeach the 
Divine Wiſdom ? The concluſion is unavoidable, 
that the reſurrection of Chriſt perfectly accords 
or is conſiſtent with, and alſo well becomes, all the 
known eſſential attributes of the Supreme Being. 
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Nov recollect the evidence of the fact, which 
was laid beſore you, in the preceding diſcourſe. 
Omitting, at preſent, the five hundred eye-wit- 
neſſes mentioned by Saint Paul, (which yet we 

have a perfect right to inſiſt upon) confine your 

attention to the Twelve Apoſtles. They all, with 

one voice, do poſitively declare that, to their 
own certain knowledge, Chriſt was raiſed from 


che dead. 
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The proof is complete, that they did make this 
declaration. And their Truth or Honeſty ſtands 
clear of the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion. It is abſolutely _ 
unimpeachable. They did not mean to deccive. 
But it is equally certain, that they were not them- 

I elves deceived, nor could they poſſibly believe, 
that their maſter was riſen, if he ſtill remained 

before their eyes in the ſtate of death, In truth, 
| 5 there 
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there was no more difficulty in judging of his being 
really alive, than of judging, in any other caſe, 
whether thoſe we converſe with are alive. The 
reſurrection, conſidered as a fact, is, in every part 
of it, an object of ſenſe, and as capable of being 
fully known, and thercfpre of being fully atteſted, 
as any other object of ſenſe whatever 


There is one circumſtance, that deſerves your 
particular attention, viz. the violent oppoſition 
of the Jewiſh Prieſts and Rulers againſt the 
Apoſtles. They impriſoned them, they beat 
them, and ſome of them they killed. In ſhort, 
they exerted all their power to the utmoſt (and 
their power was great) to cruſh them; and muſty 
Inevitably, have ſucceeded, if beſides their own 
- convition of their maſter's reſurrection, the 
Apoſtles had not been alſo ſupernaturally aſſiſted. 
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I will give one inſtance. Behold Peter, the 
boldeſt of them all, when challenged by the High 

Prieſt's maid, even in the carlieſt ſtage of the 
crucifixion- ſcene, through fear alone, denying his 
maſter with oaths and curſes, notwithſtanding 
he had been forewarned of it, and had ſolemnly 
declared, in the preſence of all his brethren (and 
no doubt at the time was ſincere in his declara- 
tion) that he would die with him rather than 

deny him! I aſk what re-kindled Peter's courage | 
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to ſuch a height of fervour, that he ſo undaunt- 
edly and hervically preached to the vaſt aſſembly 
at Jeruſalem, charging the Jewiſh Rulers, to their 
faces, with being the murderers of Chriſt, and 
aſſerting again and again in the ſtrongeſt lan- 
guage, that God had raiſed him up, whereof he 
himſelf, and all his companions were witnefles ? 
The ſame Peter did this, who not long before, 
was ſo intimidated even by a ſervant, as moſt 
diſgracefully to deny his maſter. What! did the 
Dead body of his maſter inſpire him with greater 
ardour and intrepidity than his Ii body could 
do! See Ads, ii. 14. &c. 


In the next chapter, we are told, that Peter, 
again, advanced the ſame charge, telling them 
that they had Killed the prince of life, whom God 
had raiſed from the dead, whereof, ſays he, we 
all are witneſſes. 


In the fourth chapter you find, in effect, the 
ſame, together with an excellent prayer which 
ſeems to have flowed, ſpontaneouſly, from the 
minds of the apoſtles; and every one who reads 
it with attention, muſt feel ſomewhat of the ſame 
glow of ardent deyotion, in his own breaft, which 


then filled theirs. It is added, that with great 
power gave the "pon teſtimony to the reſur- 


rection 
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000 of the Lord Jeſus, and "ou grace was 
upon THEN: all. 


In the fifth chapter we read, that by the hands 
of the Apoſtles, were many ſigns and wonders 
wrought among the people, in ſo much that they 
brought forth the ſick into the ſtreets, and laid 
them on beds, and couches, that, at leaſt, the ſha- 
dow of Peter paſſing by, might over-ſhadow ſome 
of them. There came alſo a multitude out of the 
cities round about unto Jeruſalem, bringing fick 

folks, and them which were vexed with unclean 
ſpirits, and they were healed every one. This 
ſame Renegade Peter's zeal continued to the end 
of his days, when he obtained the Crown of 
Martyrdom, according to the expreſs prediction 
of Chriſt after his re{urreCtion. 


I might purſue the ſame argument, in all the 
other Apoſtles. But the time would fail me. I 
muſt content myſelf therefore with a few general 
hints. My preſent argument is, that the Apoſtles, 
fiſnermen, publicans, or mechanics, as they all 
confeſſedly were, could not have ſucceſsfully ſup- 
ported theirteſtimony ; indeed, could not have ſtood 
their ground at all, but muſt, inevitably, have been 
cruſhed by the civil and eccleſiaſtical powers, both 
ſtrongly united againſt them, had they not been 
aſſiſted by heaven. The proof is poſitive, direct, 
and clear, that they were fo aflilled, But even if 
3 | 


52 
they could be ſuppoſed to have ſuſtained this terri- 
ble ſhock of perſecution, and to have prevailed at 
laſt againſt ſuch mighty oppoſition, without divine 
aid, this itſelf (as Chryſoſtom juſtly obſerves) 
would have been as truly miraculous, as any, or 
all the other miracles, which are ſaid to have 
been done. THEREFORE, ON EVERY - SUPPO= 
SITION, THE ATTESTATION IS ULTIMATELY 
FROM GOD HIMSELF. juſt as in the argument 
for the exiſtence of the Supreme Being, what- 
ever ſubtle atheiſts have invented to account for 
the phenomena of nature, without a God, at 
laſt ends, either in palpable abſurdity, or, in 
firmly eſtabliſhing the truth which they wiſh to 
overthrow. 
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One thing further. That the records of Chriſ- 
tianity reſpecting its facts, have come down to us 
in ſo much purity, whilſt many of its dottrines 
have, through the weakneſs or wickedneſs of 
men, ſuffered ſuch infinite corruption, can be al- 
cribed only to the peculiar interpoſition of divine 
providence. This will furniſh another ſubject 
worthy of your deep attention. 


And here you will ſee, in part, the ground of my ” 
confidence, that the Chriſtian religion is perfectly 
fafe. Widely divided in almoſt every thing elle, 


as Chriſtians have generally been, there is, and 
| always 
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always was, but one ſentiment among them, as to 
the principal facts of Chriſtianity. The miracles 
therefore being thus happily ſecure, its root is 
alive, and ſound, and will put forth in due time. 
The doctrines too, though, no doubt, much 
weakened in their influence, by the great cor- 
ruption and perverſion which they have expe- 
rienced; yet being now, we hope, in a train of 
reform, with reſtored purity, will recover their 
native vigour and efficacy; and, at length, diffuſe 
their divine virtue through the whole mals of 
mankind. e | 


I cannot dwell upon theſe particulars, though 
important, for want of time. But you are well 
able to ſupply my defetts, by your own diligent 
application. 


I conclude this addreſs, therefore, by recalling 
your attention once more to the Capital fatt of 
_ Chriſtianity, the Reſurrection of Chriſt. 


View it attentively on every fide. Examine it 
thoroughly; and you will find your faith ſtrength- 
enced, every ſtep you take, Revolve it deeply 
in your minds, with all its preceding, accompany- 
ing, and following, circumſtances. Imagine your- 
ſeves preſent at this intereſting criſis. Imagine 


yourſelves ſpeQators of this awful, glorious ſcene. 
| Behold 
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Behold Chriſt in the garden of Gethſemane; and 
obſerve, what paſſed there! Behold him in the 
preſence of | Herod, and Pontius Pilate ; and ob- 
ſerve, what paſſed there! Above all, behold him 
on the croſs; and obſerve, what paſſed there! 
Behold him in the tomb, guarded by a troop of 
Roman ſoldiers! Behold him, notwithſtanding, 
burſt the bands of death, and aſcend trium- 
phantly into heaven, in the preſence of all his 
diſciples! Behold theſe diſciples, inveſted with 


new powers, travelling through the world, expoſed 


to every hardſhip, not counting their lives dear 
unto themſelves, ſo that they might faithfully 
execute their high commiſſion, even make known 
their maſter's doctrine! Laſtly, conſider, for a 
few moments, what this dorine was. It was a 
doctrine according to Godlineſs: a doArine of 
the moſt pure, and perfe& religion, the world 
ever knew before. It was, in ſhort, to teach 
men, to live happily, and to die contentedly, in 
ſure and certain hope of a joy ful reſurrection. 
In other words, it was to teach men to deny all 


ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts; and to live ſoberly, 


and righteouſly, and piouſly; to love God with 


all their hearts, and their neighbour as themſelves, 
and to do to others what they would have others 


do to them, comprehending the whole moral 
law, which they had ſeen: completely exemplified 
in the character of their maſter. And, molt effec- 

= tually 
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tually, to influence both themſelves, and all meng 
to the ſame excellent conduct, they had alſo 


ſeen the reſurrection itſelf, that bleſſed hopes. 28 
that great ſupport and conſolation of Chriſtians, 
exemplified, in their maſter's refurreClion. And 5 


what could they more! 


Theſe, my friends, are not doubtful opinions, 
or empty ſpeculations. They are ſatts, highly 


intereſting facts, firmly eſtab'iſhed by competent 


evidence; by evidence, in its whole extent, I 


muſt ſay, but one ſmall degree inferior to that 


of ſight and ſenſe itlel And when you are 
convinced of this; and you may be fully con- 
vinced, if you will take the pains to examine; 
and it is certainly worth your while; I ſay, when 
you are convinced of the reality of theſe faQts, 
it can ſurely be no great ſtretch of your faith, 
to believe the expreſs, ſolemn, repeated, dec]2- 


ration of Chriſt, that he was going to the right 


hand of his father, whence alſo he ſhould return, 
to judge the Living and the- Dead; to reward 
his faithful followers with eternal life; and to 


conſign his enemies, who would not that he ſhould fo 
reign over them, | to condign puniſhment, EY 


: This, this is the very Eſſence both of the 
| Credenda and Agenda of Chriſtianity; that is, 


both of Chriſtian Faith and Chriſtian Practice. 
And this. is an outline of the plan which I would 


earneſtly 
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56 
earneſtly recommend to you, my young friends, 
to purſue, as you value your beſt interelts, both 
bor time and for eternity. 
1 recommend it, the more confidently, becauſe 
it actually was, in a conſiderable degree, the plan 
of the firſt, pureſt, and beſt ages of the Chriſtian 


Church. And ſo far as it was faithfully adhered 


to, we know that it proved ſucceſsful. Happy, 
happy indeed, would it have been, not only for 
the Chriſtian world, but for all mankind, had this 
ſimple plan never been groſsly deviated from! 
And Never, Never, I am well perſuaded, will 
Chriſtians recover their true, primitive, ſpirit and 
character, till, after renouncing utterly all hete- 
rogeneous mixtures, they tread back their devious 
ſteps, and return to their original ſimplicity. 


We read with a kind of ſympathetic pleaſure, 
that, to the poor the Goſpel was preached. The 
Goſpel, that is, the glad tidings of great joy to al; 
people, the good-news from heaven of a future 
ſtate, which muſt be peculiarly welcome to the 
Poor. But not the Poor only, but the Oppreſſed, 
e ge, the Diſtreſſed in any kind, may 
hence derive ſolid conſolation and ſupport. The 
goſpel is a ſovereign balm for every wound of the 
mind. For let your afflictions and ſorrows be 
what they may, eicher in kind or degree, they 


vill ſoon be over; and, if you are ſincere 


Chriſtians 


* . 
2 


a rich inheritance in certain reverſion ; an ire - 0 3 
ritance incorruptible, undefiled, and which fadeth. .** 
not away. Only take care, to walk worthy of of 
your high and heavenly calling. See to it, that A 
ye abound in Chriſtian virtues, and you will never 
want Chriſtian comfort. : 


from a principle of unfeigned Gratitude, as well 


Chriſtians, endleſs joys will ſucceed. You bod 


To conclude, with this ſublime, animating proſ- 
pett before us, of Glory, Honour, and a Bleſſed 


Immortality, how ought we all, of whatever age, 


of whatever rank, ſtation, or condition, even 


as of Duty and Intereſt, ſtrenuouſly to exert our- 


ſelves in the cauſe of our maſter; not only vin- 
dicating the truth of his religion by argument, but 


(which will be of ſtill greater efficacy) in our 


whole life and converſation diſplaying thoſe ami- 
able Chriſtian virtues of Piety, Charity, Meek- 


neſs, Temperance, Humility, and whatever is 


excellent and praiſe-worthy, that others may take 
knowledge of us, that we have been with Jeſus, 


that we have learned in his ſchool; and our light 
may ſo ſhine before men, that they may ſee our 


Good Works, and gloriſy our Father. who is in 


heaven. In ſhort, let it be our great and con- 


ſtant ſtudy and endeavour, to have our fruit unto 


Holineſs; and then (whatever we may meet with 
on the way) the end of our journey will be 
EVERLASTING LIFE, | 


Therefore, 
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5 — Therefore; my valivat brethren, be ye FEY 5 

kack, unmovable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, foraſmuch as ye know that your 

Jabour is not in vain in che Lord." 1 S3s 


. — —— — . 3 


"HYMN BY SCOTT. 5 


JoiPOSTURE (rinks from light, 
And dreads a curious eye: . a 
Thy doctrines, Lord, the teſt invite. 
They bid us fearch and try. 10 


Lord, to thy word we bring, 
A meek, enquiring mind; 
And, joytul, at falvation's ſpi ing, 
Refreſhing truth we find. 
With under ſtanding bleſt, | 
Created to be free, 98 e 
Our faith on man we dare not reſt, 
Subject to none but thee. 


5 O Lord, our ſgirit lend, PLS. 
With ſoundeſt knowledge fill; 
From noxious error guard our creed, 
From prejudice our will. 


The truth, once learn'd, impreſs Ps 
With ſavour on our heart ; 

And help us firmly to proleſs, 
Gainſt all ſeducing art. 
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